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USING LITERATURE TO TEACH READING AND WRITING 
PART ONE OF A THREE PART INSERVICE 


WORKSHOP AGENDA 


I. Introduction 
II. Why use Authentic Literature? 


III. Prereading, During Reading, Post Reading Activities 


Iv. Extension Activities 
V. Trying it out 
VI. Practical and Professional Resources 


Connie Ryan can be reached at: 


4812 Story Way 
Elk Grove, CA 94585 
(916) 429-6933 


WHY USE AUTHENTIC LITERATURE? 


PRE-READING (Primary) 


ANTICIPATION GUIDE 


STRONGLY AGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE 


1. I like spiders. 
2. Spiders are interesting to look at. 


© seamen 


3. Spiders are scary. 


© © 


Example for: The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle. 


PRE-READING (Upper) 


ANTICIPATION GUIDE 


AGREE DISAGREE 
ee desewiness = fers It would be fun to be alone on an 
island. 


Oe Re Se ae ere Wild animals can become pets. 


| would risk my life to save my 
brother or sister. 


eee a pee | would be capable of hunting for 
my own food. 


ee An animal can take the place of a 
human friend. 


Example for: Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell. 


PRE-READING (Primary) 


SEMANTIC MAP 


Physical characteristics 
of ducks 


Books about ducks Feelings about ducks 


Example for: Make Way for Ducklings by Robert McCloskey 


PRE-READING (Upper) 


SEMANTIC MAP 


Kinds of museums 


MUSEUMS 


Things found in museums Museums we know 


Example for: From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg 
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PRE-READING (Primary) 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


Do you have any stuffed animals? 0 yes @ no 
Which stuffed animal is your favorite? 
What do you do with your stuffed animal? 

cet Ate Sh 2s Pe sleep with it 

Bees ae keep it on a shelf 

Beh este Ss take it on trips 

Se npese erate watch TV with it 


aa eee take it to my friend's house to play 


How long have you had your stuffed animal? 


What did it look like when you first got it? 


Does it look different now? How? 


Example for: The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams. 


PRE-READING (Upper) 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


What words best describe a bully? 


Sees heroic _______ wise guy 
eee ne conceited _______ spoiled 
ets poor _______ wealthy 


What do you think causes a person to become a bully? 
Meet Sy ae He/she is born that way. 


Bee Seis People have picked on him/her and so he/she 
has become a bully. 


ere een es He/she is a bully to get attention. 

ents ae He/she is bigger than most people. 

nace st He/she is smaller than most people. 
How would you cure a bully? 

eee with love and kindness 

sees with rules and punishment 

een ene by getting a meaner bully to frighten 


him/her 


Example for: Strider by Beverly Cleary 


DURING READING (Primary) 


CHARACTER MAPS 


MISS NELSON CLASS 


Example for: Miss Nelson is Missing by Harry Allard & 
James Marshall. 


DURING READING (Upper) 


CHARACTER MAPS 


MEG CHARLES WALLACE 


Example for: A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle. 


DURING READING (Primary or Upper) 


VENN_ DIAGRAMS 


Example for: The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 
Burnett. 


DURING READING (Primary) 


CONTRAST CHART 


Reasons why Ira SHOULD Reasons why Ira 
take his teddy bear SHOULD NOT take his 
teddy bear 


Example for: Ira Sleeps Over by Bernard Waber 


DURING READING (Upper) 


CONTRAST CHART 


Reasons why Sundara SHOULD Reasons why Sundara 
continue to date Jonathon SHOULD NOT continue 
to date Jonathon 


Example for: Children of the River by Linda Crew 


DURING READING (Upper) 


DIALECTICAL JOURNAL 


Quote Your Response 


"| have now reached 

the stage that | don't 
care much whether | 
live or die. The world 
will still keep on 
turning without me; 
what is going to happen, 
will happen, and anyway 
it's no good to resist." 
(Page 135) 


Example for: Anne Frank Diary of a Young Girl 
by Anne Frank 


DURING READING (Primary or Upper) 


STORY CHART 


Characters: Problem: 


Feelings 
at the 
beginning 


Setting: 


Possible 
Solutions: 


Feelings 
at the 
end 


Solutions at 
the end of the 
story: 


POST READING (Primary) 


LITERARY REPORT CARDS 


Student: Peter 


G=Good S=Satisfactory U=Needs to improve 


COMMENTS 


aS RE ERS NE A EG SD SE PR GA TD AED CR EE 


Example for: The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 


POST READING (Upper) 


LITERARY REPORT CARD 


Student: Billy Coleman 


COMMENTS 


Example for: Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 


POST READING (Primary or Upper) 


STORYBOARD 


READER RESPONSE CHOICES 
FOR AN 
INDEPENDENT READING PROGRAM 


1. Write a book review. Give an outline of the plot and 
then your opinion, good points and bad points. 


2. Write a detailed description of a character. Tell not 
only about looks, but personality, likes and dislikes as 
well. 


3. Write a new ending for the story. 
4. Write a biography about the author of the book. 
5. Make up a new story using the characters from the book. 


6. Make a diary for one of the characters. Describe three 
or four days as if you were that person. 


7. Choose a character in the story that you would most like 
to have as a friend and explain the reasons why. 


8. Write about how you would have solved a problem 
differently then the way a character did in the story. 


9. Make a poster to advertise your book. Include the 
author, title and a brief summary of the story. Make it very 
colorful and inviting enough to encourage another student to 
read the book. 


10. Prepare a monologue (a talk) as a character in the book. 
It should be at least 3-5 minutes. You may dress up as the 
character if you wish. 


11. Make a diorama for your book which describes a certain 
scene. You may use a shoe box or any other materials you 
like. 


12. Write a play for an incident in the story. It should 
include dialogue and stage directions. 


13. Find a record that fits the mood of the book. Read part 
of the story with the music in the background. 


14. Make a set of 15 questions that anyone who has read the 
book should be able to answer. 


15. Plan so that you and a friend read the same book. Then 


prepare an interview for the class in which one of you is a 
character in the story and the other is a reporter. 
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16. Write a summary of the book to be published in the class 
newsletter. 


17. Write a letter to a friend and try to persuade him/her 
to read the book you have just completed. 


18. Write up an event in the book in the same way a reporter 
would describe an event. 


19. Write a letter to a character in the book and give him 
or her advise on a problem he or she is having. 


20. Write a letter to the author of the book. Tell the 
author what you liked about the book or ask questions. 


21. Pretend you are a character in the book. Write a letter 
to another character in the story. 


22. Write a poem about one event in the story. 


23. Make a new book jacket for the story. Be sure to 
include the title, author, brief summary, book reviews, and 
an illustration. 


24. Make a movie of one scene in the book. You will need 
access to a video camera to do this. 


25. Pretend you are a fortune teller and predict what each 
of the characters in the story will be doing ten, twenty, and 
fifty years from now. 


26. Compare this and another book you have read by the same 
author. How are the stories alike or different? 


27. Write about a character who has changed his or her 
attitude or behavior. How has he or she changed and why? 


28. Write a letter to your teacher explaining why he or she 
should use the book you read as a class book next year. 


29. Draw three cartoon strips using characters from the 
book. 


30. Explain why or why not you think this book will be read 
one hundred years from now. Support your opinion by stating 
specific events in the story. 


31. Describe your favorite part of the story. Explain why 
it was your favorite. 


32. If you have read a book that takes place a long time 
ago, bring a character into the present. Write about how 
that character would adapt. 
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33. Make up a crossword puzzle for the book. 


34. Tell why or why not the book you read could become a hit 
movie. 


35. If you were going to make your book into a movie choose 
who you would cast as each character and explain why. 


36. Pretend you are a character in the book. Write what you 
think about at least 3 other characters. 


37. Make clay figures of several of the characters in the 
story. 


38. Write a song with lyrics that represent characters and 
events in the book. 


39. Develop a game for the book. 
40. Prepare and serve a related food from the book. 


41. Choose three other possible titles for the book you 
read. Why are those titles appropriate? 


42. Develop a timeline of events from the story. 


43. Write an episode from the story from another character's 
point of view. 


44. Create a meeting between the book's main character and 
the main character from another favorite book. Write a brief 
Story that describes the meeting. 


45. Create flannel board characters and retell the story 
using them. 


46. Prepare a mock trial in which a character is charged 
with a crime relating to the story. 


47. Write a biography for one of the characters in the book. 


48. Choose a character and defend why his or her role should 
be different. 


49. Describe what it would be like to live with one of the 
characters from the story. 


50. Give a demonstration of something you learned from the 
book. 


51. Make a mural showing different scenes from the book. 


52. Tell about an adventure you had that was similar to one 
a character in the book had. 


53. Make up a new table of contents for your book. Use your 
imagination to create chapter titles which would interest 
someone in reading the book. 


54. Make a list of descriptive words or phrases in the story 
that helped you to almost see, hear, smell, feel or taste 
something described in the story. 


55. Make a mobile representing five or six events, or 
characters in the book. 


56. Write a descriptive story placing yourself in the 
setting of the book. 


57. Write a paragraph defending what you think is the main 
character's best quality. 


58. Find someone who has read the same book you have, yet 
has the opposite opinion of it. Hold a class debate about 
the merits of the story. 


59. Obtain a job application from a local employer and fill 
out the application as a character in the story would. 


60. Make a "wanted" poster for a character in the book you 
read. 


61. Change the setting of the book you read. Tell how the 
change of setting would alter events and effect characters. 


62. Make a paper doll likeness of any character in the book. 
Design three costumes for this character. 


63. Pick a national issue. Prepare a speech on the issue by 
one of the characters in the book. 


64. Select a character to be granted three wishes by a 
genie. What will the character wish for and why? 


65. Write a letter to a specific character in the story 
explaining how you feel about the character's treatment of 
someone else in the story. 


66. Imagine you are a psychiatrist. Which character would 
you want to talk to? What questions would you ask? 


67. Choose an issue from the story and create an ad campaign 
on it. 


68. Rewrite the story as a fairy tale. 


69. Suggest an intangible gift for each character that would 
dramatically change an aspect of the character's personality. 
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70. The President of the United States has asked you to name 
something the character learned that every American should 
know. Give a three minute talk about the subject. 


71. Create a tool, object, or weapon that would have helped 
a character in the story in some way. 


72. Describe the personality traits you have in common with 
any character from the book. 


73. Pretend that the main character of the story asked you 
to write a letter of recommendation for him or her. What 
will you write? Draft the letter. 


74. %If you could be any character in the story, who would 
you be and why? 


75. Find a poem that could be used as a prologue for the 
story. 


76. Describe the type of person you think the author is. 
What do you think prompted him or her to write this book? 


77. Write a personal history for one of the characters to be 
given to a dating service. 


78. Nominate one of the characters for an office in local, 
state, or national government. Write a campaign speech for 
him or her. 


79. Compare where you live with the neighborhood or town in 
the book. 


80. Write a summary about the ways in which the story has 
affected you. 


81. Write yourself into the book. Give yourself a name and 
a role to play. What would you say to the other characters? 
What would you do? 

82. Make a bulletin board display for your book. 


83. Put yourself in the role of a minor character and 
describe what you think of the main character. 


84. Make a map showing where the story took place. 
85. Create a puppet show for the story. 
86. Write a letter to the school librarian or local public 


librarian explaining why or why not you recommend purchasing 
the book. 
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87. Using the school broadcast system, do a book review for 
the entire school. 


88. Read in an encyclopedia or other factual book about a 
person, place or thing described in your book that you want 
to know more about. Write down what you learned from doing 
research that you did not learn from reading the book. 


89. Make an object that is important in the book you just 
read. Explain to the class why it is important. 


90. Choose your favorite quote from the book. Using any art 
materials you have available, draw a picture to illustrate 
the quote. Display the artwork and quote in the classroom. 


91. Using butcher paper, make a life-size figure of any 
character in the book. 


92. Research reviews for the book you just read. Do you 
agree with the critics? Write a response letter to the 
reviewer. 


93. Create an award that you would give to the author of the 
book you read. 


94, Select a character who has very definite ideas on topics 
such as friendship, honesty, and getting along in school. 
Make up a set of rules about the topics as the character 
might state them. 


95. Write a television commercial to advertise your book. 
You may even want to write a "jingle." 


96. Map the actions, events, or character relationships in 
the book. 


97. From a collection of poetry, choose three poems that a 
certain character in the story you read would like. Share 
these poems with the class and explain why the character 
would like them. 


98. Imagine that one of the characters in the story has 
died. Write a eulogy for him or her. 


99. Examine how the book you read would be different if it 
had been written twenty years later. 


100. Imagine that you are a television reporter. Within 


three minutes give a synopsis of a major event that occurred 
in the story. 


PREPARED BY: CONNIE RYAN 
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